CHAPTER VI

PIERO  IL GOTTOSO
Born 1416   (Ruled 1464-1469 ) Died 1460

PIERO IL GOTTOSO has failed to receive from history the notice
that he deserves. He is generally passed over by historians
either with no mention at all, or else with merely a few dis-
paraging remarks referring to his physical infirmities. It will
be seen, however, that his history and character merit no
little attention.

Upon the death of his father, Cosimo Pater Patriae, Piero,
then forty-eight years old, succeeded to the headship of the
family, and the rule of Florence. From his very boyhood he
had been afflicted with gout, and was early in life given the
name of "II Gottoso" (the gouty), by which he is always
known. His constant ill health handicapped him greatly
throughout life, often making him unable for long periods
to take any active part in public affairs, and forcing him
instead to devote himself to the retired life of the scholar,
while his younger brother, Giovanni, was practically given
hfs place, became his father's favourite, and was looked upon
by all as the future head of the family. And the first indica-
tion that we get of Piero's character is the fact that we never
hear, during all the thirty years that he had to bear this, of
any sign of resentment on his part, either towards his father
or brother, on this account. Yet he possessed a full measure
of the ability of the Medici family, as he both then and after-
wards showed. For not only was he recognised as a powerful
scholar, but also we find him sent on several occasions during
Cosimo's lifetime on various embassies to Venice, to Milan,
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